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The horizontal distance at which an objects can be  seen, is expressed in kilometers, unless it is so 
poor that it can be expressed in metres. 
On a clear day visibility might be almost unlimited. 
Droplets of moisture in the atmosphere ( cloud, mist, fog) reduce visibility, as do rain, snow and 
hail. 
In thick cloud or fog, for instance, visibility might be less than 50m. Particles of solids ( smoke and 
dust) in the atmosphere also reduce visibility, causing haze. 
The height of the clouds base is called the ceiling. 

  
��
����
	
Clouds consist of water droplets suspended in saturated air. They can be broadly divided into two 
classes: stratiform and cumuliform clouds. 
The former are generally uniform in their appearance and are associated with stable air. The vertical 
extent of their layers is normally not very great. The latter have more irregular appearance with 
well-defined edges.  
They are associated with less stable air and therefore are usually of greater vertical extent. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 13 

 
 
 
 

PRECIPITATION 
 
The principal forms of precipitation include rain, drizzle, snow, sleet, and hail which can be 
classified in amount as: light, moderate, or heavy; and in duration as: continuous and intermittent.  
 

�
�

�$��%!��������
�
A thunderstorm is a violent atmospheric disturbance. Unstable air, when lifted, continues to rise of 
its own accord. If the air is moist enough cumulonimbus cloud will be formed. 
Showers of heavy rain and hail fall from developed cumulonimbus clouds. The violent up-draughts 
and downdraughts associated with these clouds result in the air in and around them becoming 
electrically charged. Lighting and thunder are frequent consequences. 
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